Mn/DOT Travel Demand Modeling Coordinating Committee

Meeting Summary – April 6, 2006
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Dave Then, St. Cloud Area Planning Office

Phil Wheeler, Rochester Council of Governments (Absent)

Steve Wilson, SRF Consulting

Other Attendees

Dr. Amiy Varma, North Dakota State University

Feasibility of a Statewide Travel Demand Model in Minnesota
Mn/DOT has funded a research project to look at the feasibility of a statewide travel demand model in Minnesota. The research’s principal investigator, Dr. Amiy Varma from North Dakota State University, gave a presentation on the proposed work plan.

Mn/DOT does not have any intercity forecast model and there is no formal statewide effort currently underway for development of statewide travel demand model in Minnesota. There have been discussions regarding the importance and feasibility of a statewide travel demand model within various modeling groups in Minnesota. There has been a great deal of interest among state DOTs in developing a statewide model, while a number of states have developed a statewide model, others are planning to do so.  A lot of work is involved in order to develop calibrated, validated a responsive model that would support decision-making.

Some of the questions the committee thought needed to be addressed were:

· What is the definition of a statewide model?

· What areas are needed the most?

· What questions do we want to answer with a model?

· We need to start with the issues

· Do other states use their models and/or how do they use it?

The results of the research would be to identify challenges and the steps needed to develop such a statewide model.

Mn/DOT will look at revising the Problem Statement to address some of the questions before forming a  technical advisory panel (TAP). Some of the members of this committee may be selected to serve on the TAP and this committee will be apprized on the progress of this research and will be given a chance to provide feedback as the research progresses.

Guidelines for Travel Demand Forecasts Prepared for Mn/DOT Metro
Brian Isaacson shared the Guidelines for Travel Demand Forecasts Prepared for Mn/DOT Metro which includes:

· Model and Parameters for Adjustments to Model Inputs.

· Model Output Checks for Reasonableness and Post Processing Adjustments.

· Documentation of Forecasts.

There was a discussion about the reliability of forecasts and that forecasts should be presented as a range as opposed to exact numbers. There was also discussion about standardizing forecasts, and a question if a sample forecast should be available as a guide.


Group Discussion
· Jonette shared the problem statement for NCHRP research project “ Travel Estimation Techniques and Parameters for Transportation Planning”.

· There is  a “Innovations in Travel Demand Modeling Conference” on May 21-23 in Austin TX .  More information can be found at:  http://www.trb.org/Conferences/TDM/ 

There was some lively discussion that centered around how to forecast roads that are already at capacity, and forecasting for when there are planned improvements at a certain location, but the capacity of the roads leading to the area couldn’t handle the demand. The discussion also included how to forecasts things like diverted trips and induced demand. 

For upcoming meetings we will look at forming subcommittees to look at issues. Four themes from our issues and topics included:  

· training, support and research

· coordination and communication

· data

· travel demand modeling process, procedures and application issues

Our website address is www.dot.state.mn.us/tda/
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